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New Bedford, MA – New Bedford Fishing Heritage Center (FHC) is pleased to announce the 
opening of Ceremonies & Celebrations, an exhibit exploring the history of the New Bedford 
Scallop Festival, Working Waterfront Festival, Blessing of the Fleet, and Fishermen’s Memorial 
Service. The exhibit will open to the public on Thursday, July 3 and will remain on display at 
FHC through the end of 2025.  

Ceremonies and celebrations are an important way for communities to express their identity, 
values, and world views. In some cases, these events encouraged people to explore new ideas 
and perspectives. New Bedford’s commercial fishing industry has had a number of public 
ceremonies and celebrations over the years. Some of these events were specifically designed 
to bring outsiders to the waterfront. The New Bedford Scallop Festival helped create a national 
audience for Atlantic sea scallops at a time when the fishing industry struggled to find a market 
outside of Massachusetts. Similarly, the Working Waterfront Festival reconnected the public with 
the port, offering a unique opportunity for them to have a direct experience of commercial fishing 
culture. 

Ceremonies such as the Blessing of the Fleet and the Fishermen’s Memorial Service continue 
to provide opportunities for the fishing community to come together to celebrate the fleet and 
remember those who have been lost at sea. Each event has played an important role in building 
community in New Bedford and along the waterfront in the nation’s #1 fishing port. 

The new exhibit features photos, videos, and objects from the Center’s archival collection as 
well as objects on loan from community partners including New Bedford Port Society and 
Spinner Publications. The exhibit will be supported with a number of tie-in programs and events 
happening throughout the summer and fall including the return of the scallop shucking contest 
on August 14, a Working Waterfront Festival retrospective panel discussion in September, and a 
screening of the 1963 film The Pearl of the Atlantic in October. Be sure to visit FHC’s website 
calendar to stay up to date on all upcoming programs: https://fishingheritagecenter.org/calendar/  

Ceremonies and Celebrations is funded by grants from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, The 
BankFive Foundation, The Eversource Energy Foundation, the Dartmouth, Mattapoisett, New 
Bedford, and Westport Cultural Councils, and with funding from the Helen E. Ellis Charitable 
Trust administered by the Bank of America and the Westport Cultural Gift Fund.  

About New Bedford Fishing Heritage Center. Established in 2016, New Bedford Fishing 
Heritage Center is located at 38 Bethel Street in New Bedford’s Seaport Historic District and is 
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dedicated to preserving and sharing the story of the commercial fishing industry, past, present, 
and future through exhibits, programs, and our growing archival collection. For more 
information, visit the Center’s website at: www.fishingheritagecenter.org. 
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